
 

 

 
 
 

CORRIDOR MPO POLICY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Virtual Meeting 

Thursday, April 23, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. 
 

 

MPO Staff Present: Bill Micheel, Hilary Hershner, Liz Darnall, & Brandon Whyte 

 

Chairperson Olson called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

 

Roll call answered with sixteen (16) members present and two (2) members absent. 

 

AGENDA 
 

Public Comment 

There were five public comments that were received for LRTP and several public comments for FFY21-

24 TIP Project Public Outreach from Survey Monkey and Facebook Outreach. Liz Darnall reviewed the 

Survey results from the Public Outreach.  

 

Action Items 

1. Policy Board Minutes from January 16, 2020 meeting. 

Vice Chairperson Chuck Hinz moved to approve the minutes from January 16, 2020. Seconded by Brad 

Hart. The motion carried.  

 

2. Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Fiscally-Constrained Project (FCP) Lists 

Transit LRTP FCP 

Liz Darnall shared the background information on the development of the LRTP FCP. She shared the 

anticipated project completion timeframe and the scoring criteria that was approved by TTAC and 

Policy Board; there are 7 goals. She then shared the available funding for 205-2045 by modes. These 

were used to create the Staff Recommendation list. She stated that TTAC and Executive Committee  
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approved the Transit Recommendation list. There was discussion on what lists; FCP list and the Vision 

Plan list, receive money. 

 

Roy Heseman motioned to approve Executive Committee/TTAC/Staff recommendation for the Transit 

FCP. Seconded by Ken DeKeyser. The motion carried.  

 

Safe Routes to School LRTP FCP 

Brandon Whyte shared the public comment that was received for Safe Routes to School. Whyte 

reviewed the Staff/TTAC/Executive Committee recommendations for the Safe Routes to School 

funding. Whyte shared that there was a tie between several projects with the same scoring. Whyte 

shared that City of Marion would like to request a change to the project list. The City of Marion would 

like to have Project ID 36 (Marion Project) included and remove Projects 24 and 29 (Marion Projects). 

With the removal of those projects they added Project ID 16 (Hiawatha Project) to the least and with 

that it created a lower carry over. There was discussion regarding if Marion City Officials had discussed 

with recommendation with its staff and MPO Staff; they had.  

 

Billings motioned to approve the amended Marion recommendation for the Safe Routes to School FCP. 

Seconded by Randy Strnad. The motion carried.  

 

Trail LRTP FCP 

Brandon Whyte shared the public comments that were received for the Trail LRTP FCP. Whyte shared 

the Staff recommendation map and how some projects were added and removed. Whyte shared the 

Trails Vision Project Staff Recommendation list. There was discussion on how some projects were 

reevaluated to be included and those projects were of great importance even though the scoring did not 

reflect the importance of those trails. Brent Oleson asked how does one jurisdiction get 95% of the 

money in the first time band and 90% of the money in the second time band. Whyte responded it’s due 

to the scores. Micheel shared information on the current LRTP and the new LRTP.  

 

Oleson motioned to table the Trail LRTP FCP item until further review can be done.  

 

Darnall discussed how the list is created; the projects are sorted into the anticipated project completion 

timeframes; then they are scored; and then they look at the available funding. Whyte also wanted to 

point out that year of construction is something to look at when reviewing the scores; higher scoring 

projects could be delayed to when the city states when the year of construction would start. Oleson 

would like time to consult with the County to discuss options. Darnall explained that the draft of the 

LRTP is due in June 2020. Whyte shared that the Linn County Trails Association TTAC member only 

discussed Project ID 47, and did not mention the other projects (53 and 50). Chairperson Olson wanted 

to clarify that if a project is on any of the lists that they are eligible for funding; Whyte replied that as 

long as they are on the FCP list they can be funded; if projects are on the Vision list, in July of 2021 

they can make a request to be included in the FCP list. Whyte also mentioned that if projects are 

applying for the TIP, that is a different funding source than this list. There was discussion regarding the 

Timeframe of when the LRTP is due and when the list can be reviewed/amended.  

 

Chairperson Olson called for a second on Oleson’s motion to table the Trail LRTP FCP for further 

review. Bill Bennett seconded the motion. The motion received 2 yea’s and 14 nay’s; the motion is 

defeated.  

 

Chairperson Olson opened the floor for another motion. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Jen Winter motioned to approve the Executive Committee/TTAC recommendation for the Trail FCP. 

Seconded by Heseman. Olson requested that Oleson’s concerns for this recommendation be noted and 

followed up with. The motion carried. 

 

Roads LRTP FCP 

Hilary Hershner shared that one public comment was received for Project ID 36 and 37. Hershner 

reviewed the Roads FCP which were approved by TTAC and Executive Committee. She shared that 

some of the projects on the list are applying for the TIP and from the Iowa DOT these are included in 

the FCP but do not impact the budget. She shared that there is the least amount of carry over in the final 

years. Oleson also wanted to question why two jurisdictions receives the majority of the money.  

Hershner replied that it was due to year of construction, scoring, and inflation. It was also stated that in 

July of 2021 the list can be amended.  

 

Hart motioned to approve Executive Committee/TTAC/Staff recommendation for the Road FCP. 

Seconded by Vice Chairperson Hinz. The motion carried.  

 

3. Long Range Transportation Plan Chapter Review 

Liz Darnall shared an overview of the chapters that were developed and are in current draft form. Darnall 

reviewed the Public Transit Chapter. This chapter describes the services of region. The chapter purpose 

discusses the challenges facing transit in our area and opportunities to enhance public transit. There were 

changes from the previous LRTP; detailed fleet and asset inventory; addition of information about intercity 

transit; inclusion of transportation provider organizations beyond CR Transit including demand-response 

services; discussion of possible transition to Transportation Management Area with 2020 Census results. 

 

Darnall reviewed the Transportation and Land Use Chapter Overview. In this chapter the reciprocal relation 

between land use, transportation options, and overall accessibility of our cities and towns; density of land 

uses; diversity of land uses; design of buildings and spaces to promote walkability. The purpose is 

encourage quality growth and promote mixed-use development. Darnall further reviewed the chapter 

overview and the reciprocal relationship between land use, transportation options, and overall accessibility 

of our cities and towns. There were changes from the previous LRTP; more discussion on walkability; 

emphasis on density of development for efficiency and economic improvements; transportation choice 

instead of multimodal. 

 

Darnall reviewed the Active Transportation Chapter Overview. In this chapter it discusses benefits and 

usage of the transportation system involving physical activity; development patterns that encourage Active 

Transportation. The purpose are the outcomes; minimizing gaps; promoting active transportation; complete 

streets. There were changes from the previous LRTP; emphasizing health benefits; connectivity between 

modes. 

 

Darnall reviewed the Safety and Security Chapter Overview. In this chapter safety is reducing traffic 

injuries and fatalities; security is ability to maintain mobility despite adverse conditions. The chapter also 

includes an overview of statewide/regional trends of crashes, fatalities; resiliency in our transportation 

network. The purpose is public safety; CMPO is addressing the various performance targets. There were 

changes from the previous LRTP; Darnall mentioned that there was no chapter in the 2015 version, but 

addendum added in 2019 to address performance measures.  

 

Darnall reviewed the Freight Chapter Overview. In this chapter it discusses truck freight and infrastructure; 

rail freight and infrastructure; and air freight and infrastructure. The purpose is in the transportation system  

 



 

 

 

 

 

to facilitate movement of goods; performance measures. There were changes from the previous LRTP; is 

that it is consolidated into one location in the document. 

 

There was no discussion regarding this item. 

 

Reports/Member Updates 

Whyte shared that there was 6.7 million dollars’ worth of project go to letting this year. 

 

Adjournment 

Chairperson Olson adjourned the meeting.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amy Cannon, Administrative Assistant  

 


